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precept, "Thou shalt respect thyself," a concept of self-
respect The ethical concepts thus obtained are no other
than the duty-concepts. There are just as many fundamental
duty-concepts as there are moral norms. When the practice
of duty is thought of as a permanent characteristic, it be-
comes a virtue. Thus the fundamental virtue - concepts
corresponding to the fundamental moral norms are identical
in their essential features with the duty-concepts. The only
thing that distinguishes them is the secondary circumstance
that duty is concerned with immediate obedience to the norm,
resulting from an inner decision and expressed in an outward
action; while virtue is the habitual tendency of the moral
personality to follow the norm. Thus we may speak of the
virtue as well as of the duty of self-respect. In virtue, duty
becomes a living reality: it has passed over from its objective
aspect into the thought and action of an individual person-
ality. And this explains the fact that the concept of duty
is more closely related to the objective end, while that of
virtue has more bearing on the subjective motive of conduct
But it is only in the case of the fundamental norms and
their corresponding duty- and virtue-concepts that the agree-
ment of meaning between norm, duty gnd virtue is so com-
plete. Where the notions of duties and virtues are more
closely adapted to the special conditions and phenomena
of the moral life, their development is of necessity more
independent Hence those concepts which lay especial
emphasis on the attainment of particular moral ends by
means of certain actions come to have the specific character
of duty-concepts, while those which take more account of
the permanent conduct of life as a whole acquire the
significance of virtue-concepts. Thus we speak of the duty
of self-sacrifice for one's country, and of the virtue of
courage. The former is not a characteristic that can be
continually shown in our behaviour, but a difficult and hence